CATCHING A PICK-POCKET,
€1 START tomorrow for Belleviile,"
sild Rhodn Clare to her aunt, upon
whom she was making & farewell call,

“ Are you golng slone, child?'" inguir.
el her relative,

“ Yeu," was the reply. ' Papacannot
leave his business, just now, to go with
me, but he will put me on the ears, and
my friends,who arenlrendy in Belleville,
will meet me at the depot,™

S don't think it fs safe,'” continued
the old Indy, ** Just think, If you should
be robbed, as T was, on that very rowd,
Inat summer!"

 How was that ¥*" asked Rhoda.

“ Well,” replied her companion, ** we
were just appronching the tunnel, when
a genilemanly looking young mau,
wearing speetacles, cnme up to me and
inquired, * Is this seat engaged, madam?*
« No,' I replied, and he Immediately ap-
propristed It. He was disposed to be
rather chatty, and was guite interesting
but he left at the first station we reached,
After we had passed through the tunnel,
and when I put my hand in my pocket,
I found that my pocket-book hnd left
with him "

“ The strange young man had proved
too fascinating for you,"” laughed Rhoda.
1 defy any one to rob me so easily,”
Having just passed throngh the gradu-
ating course at «chool, and come ofl’ with
flying colora, she felt equipped for any
emergency which might present iteelf in
the battle of life.

Y Dom't be too sure,! replisd her aunt;
“Cand beware of any gentlemanly-look-
ing young man in spectacles,who wishes
to share your seat In the enrs.'

Rhoda set forth with bright anticips-
tious of a pleasant summer. Her tiokel
wns hought, her trunk ehecked, and she
was establiched in a seat, all to herself,
with an interesting book In her hand,
and her lunch in o satehel beside her,

The whistle blew, and papa, giving
her a hurried kiss, bade her good bye :
and, for the first time in  her life,
was traveling alone, For n while she
watched the scenery, as the treain whirl-
ed her rapldly along.  Then she devoted
herself to her book ; but finally becom-
Ing tired of both, she yawned and wish-
«d for company, and even funcied thot
her aunt's fascinating young robber

"

she

would be rather an agrecable diversion. |

S0 should ke to gee him get my pock-
et-book,"” thought Rhoda. *“If his
hand were onee in her poeket, he would
not escape ro easily withoutan introduc-
tion to the police.” And she closed hor
own little palm tightly, ns though she
already bad the prize within ber grasp.

Wihile these thoughts were passing
through the young lady’s mind, the ears
stopped, and several passengers came
on board, Rhoda was conscious of n
shndow falling near, and looking up,she
beheld a vision which mantled lher
cheeks with a deep blushi; o tall and
rather elegant looking voung man, with
dark whiskers, and wearing spectncles,
was respectfully touching his hat, and
inquiring :

“Is this sent engaged, Miss ¥ And
then he added, apologetically, ** All the
othors seem to be occupied,”

** Anawers the desoription exactly,”
solilogquized the young detective. * Now
Aunt Ann shall be revenged:; T will
give him the opportunity to plek my
pockets, if*he desires it. Perhops he
may not enjoy it g0 mueh in the end !
Then she added, aloud, putting on a
look of sternness which set comically
upon her childlike face, ** The seat is at
your serviee, siv,”" and she proceeded to
remove her satehel,

* Allow me,” said the stranger,and he
elevated it to the bracket above,

Rhodn kept her eye upon her proper-
ty. almost expecting to gee it and her
companion disappear together,

“He prefers pocket-books,” was her
mental comment: “I°1 my
guard.’

In spite of herself, our herolne be.
came interested in the conversation of
the stranger, He was so perfectly noe-
quainted with the road, and polnted out
all the objects of interest, telling amus-.
Ing aneodotes connected with them,

“Bur I must not forget that he is o
villain," was her mental reservation, ns
she listened. * Aunt Ann said that he
was entertalning, “ How funny,’ she
eontinued, addressing herself, * that I
should meet the same person. But then,
he frequents this road.*

Finally, they entered the tannel.

T senrcely wonder,” remarked the
strange young man in spectacles, ' at
the mistake of the old lady who, having
entered the tonnel for the first time In
ber life, and having never heard of It
supposed the Day of Judgment had
ocome, "’

* He is trying to divert my attention,”
thought Rhoda. * Perhaps he imagines
that I am & young chit of a school-girl
who can be ensily imposed upon, but be
may find himeell mistaken.”

Just then she felt a slight tug st her
linen polonaise, and immediately thurst-
iug her hand in to the pocket, hnprison-
od 8 masculine hand, which she grasped
tightly.

“NKow I can triumph over Aunt

be on
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Ann," thought Rhodny, *if I am not
acoustoted to traveling alone,”

They emerged from the tunnel, and
whint was the chagrin of the younyg lady
to discover that she was lmprisoning
her companion’s hand in the pocket of
lild own linen duster,

S0h! I—beg your pardon!” stam.
mered Rhodn, feellng very much lke
the culprit for whom she had mistaken
the stranger,

*You are very excusnble,"" he replied,
gazing in wonder at her blushing coun-
tenance, while his face seemed to be an
interrogation point.

Rhuods felt that, in Justifieation to her-
self, some explanation-was necessary, but
with n sense of mortification, she re.
membered that the only one ghe had to
ofter was the reverse of complimentary,

Y1 thought,” she bLegan—'* that is—
Aunt Ann said you were—I mean, |
thought It was my pocket—und I mls.
took you for a—"

Y Plekpocket ¥ asked the stranger, as
the truth began to dawn upon him ; and
his eyes twinkled with a sense of the
ludierous situation.,

“Yes " anawered Rhodn, desperately,
while her blushes deepened into scarlet.

“And go T was to be brought to jus-
tice, 1 suppose, and dellvered up to the
poliee at the next aiation.” And the
dark eyes dancetl behind the spectacles
with merriment.

* Do please forgive me!” replied Rho-
do. "1 have never traveled alone be.
fore, and I have been from home but
very little,’”

O Well," was the langhing retort, 11
forgive you for putting your hand in my
pocket, Now see how much more mer-
eiful T am than you Intended to be!"

But IRthoda was in no mood for lnugh.
ter; she felt that she had disgraced her.
self; and every time the frain stopped
she wished that her companion would
leave, nnd that she might never gee him
ngain, Bhe was doomed to be disappoin-
eill, however, for the cars were nearing
hier own destination, and the stranger
was still with her.

* Belleville I* shonted the conduetor,
and the Inexperlenced little traveler
sprang to her feet, faneying that there
was not a moment to lose,

1 will bid you good-bye,” she remark-
ed, triumphantly.

Y Oh, don't be ina hurry,” was the
reply : * there is plenty of time, I stop
here, too,™

“Trovoking 1" thought Rhada, “Now
I shall be constantly meeting him, 1
wish the summer was over,”

Rhoda’s friends were at the depot ready
to smother her with kisses,

* Did you have a pleasant journey "'
asked Miss Townsend, #s they were
driving to the one large hotel of which
Belleville boasts.

1 was somewhnt
Ithodn,

“Duncan Rivers eame on the train
with you. Hels quitea distinguished
lnwyer from Philadelphin, with any
amount of wealth, which he inherited
from an uncle. I wonder if you saw
him. He is (all, with dark whiskers,and
wears spectacles,”

lonely,” replied

“1 was reading o good deal of the
time,"” remarked Rhodoevasively, *and
pald very little attention to the passen-
gers.™’

Her friends wondered why the warm
blood mantled her cheeks.

On thelr way to the dining-room, Mr,
Rivers cnme up and shook hands with
the Townsend family ; and Nina imme-
diately presented ham to her ** particular
friend and schoolmate, Miss Clare.”

*Miss Clare's faceis familiar,” re-
marked the gentleman, roguishly,
* Were you not on the train this after-
noon £

Agaln the roses deepened on  the soft,
dimpled cheeks, ndding new brighiness
to the dark violet eyes; and Ninn waon-
dered if nny masculine heart could re-
sist the Innocence, and freshness, and

Jbeauty of that fair face.

Belleville was not s place in which
people could spend their time yawning
and going to sleep. The shaded walks
and beautiful drives, the magnificent
seenery, with the noble old mountains
frowning down upon the river, whieh
sparkled in the sunshine—all these
proved to have greater fascination for
the young people than the cosy,old-fash-
loned hotel, surrounded, asit was, by
great spreading trees, and looking so in-
vitlngly ¢ool to the weary pedestrian.

Althoush Helleville boasted of many
cligible Jeaux just now, who hnd eome
to rusticate for o few weeks, yet Dancan
Rivers decidedly carried off the palm,
His eultivation, his personn] appenrance
Lis polished manvers, und his politencss
to all and devotion to none, served to
rivet the thouglits of the young ladies,
upon him ruther than upon those whose
particular aitentions were bestowed more
indiseriminately. Al but Rhoda, The
recollection of the particolar compli-
ment with which she had favored him
in the car served to render her shy to-
wards hlm now, and she avolded him
upon every possible oecasion,

Meanwhile, this little episede, which
he considered & good Joke, had only
served to amuse bim; and the pet of

aoclety wondered, and wans plqued; at
the Indifference of an unsophistivated
young girl, just fresh from the school
room. Mo carelesaly resolved that she
should be conquered, not dreaming that
he had anything deeperat siake than
the amusement of the hour,

His frequent Invitations to her to wallk
and drive, his devotion to lLier on the
eroquet ground, their tete-n-tetes over
the ohess board, were soon noticed by
the other ocoupants of the house, who,
of course, did not fail to make their
commenla.

A pleanle had been planned to the
Fulls, about twelve miles from the vil-
lage. On the previous evening Ithoda
had wandered to the end of one of the
long halls, and had seated hergelf in the
window, where the moon poured ina
flood of silvery light, bringing out in »
shadowy banuty the leaves of the grand
old maple trees, which were reflected on
the walls, dancing in thelr own grot-
epque fashions as they were gently sway-
ed by the light breeze.

1 have found youat Inst,"” sald a
pleasant volee. Y Why did you run
away from us ¥*

“T accldentally strayed into this cor.
ner,'" replied hoda, “and then I conld
not resist its beauty.*

S Ttls charming,” sald Mr. Rivera,
seating himself, “1 have come to nsk
you, Miss Rhoda, If I may have the
pleasure of your eompany In my ocar-
riage, to the pic-nie, tomorrow.**

*T had half made up my mind not to
go," eaid Rhoda,  for I promised poor
old Miss Dennis, that I would spend n
day with her before I letve, and now the
summer s almost past,*’

* Oh, it will never do for you to give
up the pie-nie!"” exelaimed her compan-
fon ; * the last gayety of the season.
Give the old lady gome other day and go
with me to-morrow. Come, Miss Rho-
daj you must eay ‘ves.’ 1 think I will
not tnke ‘no’ for an answer.”

“Well,” was the reply, ** T will think
sbout it,”

Just then the pair beeame conselous of
a presence, There was a rustle of starch-
ed muslin, and they eaught glimpse of a
Agure as it glided past, & little in the
distance, where another hallintersected?
And how much of the conversation had
been overheard? All of it, or only the
latter part ¥ These were the thoughts
that had passed through Rhoda’s mind,
and she ginneed up and encountered the
merry twinkle in her companion’s eves,

“ There is the foundation for quitea
romance; a lover, deeply in earnest, and
an undecided young Iady taking him in-
to conslderation,” laughed Mr. Rivers,
ns they separated.

That he, Duncan Rivers, the spoiled
pel of society, could be taken luto con-
siderntion, that any young lady would
not answer an Immediate * yes," toa
proposition of marriage emaanating from
him, had never entered that gentleman’s
hiead ns one of the possibilities; there-
fore, he could afford to be amused in
contemplntion of the reports to which
the conversation just related might give
rlse,

The bright morning sun overturned
Rhoda's self-sacri ficing intentions, and
charitably resolving to bestow upon old
Miss Dennis the first rainy day, should
one oocur before she left Belleville, she
took her geat in Mr, Rtiver's comfortuble
lHttle carringe. Bhe wuas begluning to
recover from the shyness which she had
always felt townrd her companion, in
consequence of the awkword mistake
she had made when she first met him;
and now this drive through a lovely
eountry, surrounded by the most en-
chanting scenery, had an exhilarating
effect upon her apirits,and her companion
was charmed with the wit and freshiness
of her remarks, and wished that this
tete-n-tete drive might last all day. It
came toan end all too goon,and the entire
party was established in the woods some
sitting in groups, some in two, and some
taking solitary walks, perhaps in quest
of congenial company. Mr. Rivers had
unconsclously fallen into s brown study,
from which he was rather rudely awnk-
ened by one of the parly, who stepped
up to him, exclaiming :

“ I was to be the first to congratulate
you!"

“ For what ¥'"" asked the gentleman,
somewhat startled by the abruptness,

* For being the lucky chap who has
gecured the prettiestzinl in the compa-
ny,"" was the reply. *' Atleast, we sup-

told she was taklng you into considera-
tlon: but as she drove with you to-
day, we fancy that Is equivalent toan
acceptance;.”’ And there wis a mali-
clong glance In the eyes of the speaker,
who had so frequently been ecelipsed by
the gifted young lawyer,

“ Have your congratulations until you
receive your information from s more
relinble source than boarding-house gos.
sip,” replied Mr. Rivers, as he turned
haughtlly away.

“ Confound that little school glel "' he
wentally elaculnted. * Bhe first takes
we for n plok.pocket, and then places
me, to all appearance, in the position
of & humble sultor, waiting meekly for
my sentence,”

pose you have secured her. We were |

Just then & peal of laughter greeted
his ears, and turning in the direction
whenoe It proceeded ha bebeld (he* littla
school girl' surrounded by four of her
companlons, and My, Rivers was obliged
to seknowledge to himself that he had
never before seen so lovely s ploture.
The sunshine had lent an ddditlonal
flugh to her eheeks, and was playing bo-
peep throngh the leaves with her soft
brown halr, frfom which her hat had
partially fallen; her beautiful eyes spark-
led with mischief, and n merry laugh
parted her rosy lips. In her fingers she
held four blades of grass, with one end
concesled In her dimpled hand. Fach
gentleman eagerly drew, and compared
lengths with his neighbor, and then ex.
claimed in a tone of disappointment :

AN alike !

“Ceortainly,” replied Rhoda, demure.
ly. “How could I be the partner of
either of you when I am already en-
gaged for the first game of croquet ¥

The gentlemen took her joke good na.
turedly, and went off’ in quest of other
partners,

" That little coquette ' mentally ejac-
ulated Mr. Rivers. "1 never notloed
before that she was ab much admired,
she seemed such o ghy little thing.*

But this gentleman was doomed to
mnke several diseoveries In the course of
the day, one of which was that he felt a
certaln unpleasant sensation in the re-
glon of his heart, when Rhoda’s smiles
were showered too indiscriminately
nmong her admirers, and that his own
attentiong, hitherto carelessly bestowed
had a deeper meaning than he was him-
sell congclous of. He noticed that his
courtesies now were accepted or declined
with the same savey indifference which
greeted her other ndorers. He wearled
of the day and rejoleed when he found
himsell once more seated in his earriage
with Rhoda beside him, their faces turn-
ed homeward.

* Well,"" salidl Rhoda, ** this is the last
plesnie of the season! I shall be half
sorry to return to the city and seftle
down to propriety once more.”

Y That will not require much exer-
tion,” remarked her friend, mischiev-
ougly, *“If you ¢an return to It as ensily
as you left it.”

“What do you mean?” demnnded
Rhodn, half angrily,

““Have you forgotten
tempted to pick my
journey ¥**

YOh!” laughed Rhoda. It was
You who were trying to rob me, only by
some legerdemain you mansged to get
both hands into your own pocket before
you emerged fnto the Hght,”*

“But you really did steal something
from me, Rhoda. I was unconscious of
it at the time, but I have discovered my
lows sinece.  Give me nn equivalent for it
and I will promise not to make the theft
public,”” Then he added, more serfonsly,
“You cannot want (wo hearts,"

A snucy reply rose to Rhoda’slips, but
something in that earnest gaze put it to
fMlight.

“1don't think you have been any
more bonest than 1, shie fallered. ** 1
hnve missed—"" L

But the rest of the sentence was lost,
as her lips was smothered with kisses,

“Then you do love me, Rhoda, after
all? I thought you were indifferent.”’

“ And I thought that, afler you had
stolen my heart, you had merely played
with it for awhile, and then thrown it
away."’

* When did you begin to care for me,
darling ¥

“I believe it was when I found my
hand In your pocket, although I wished
then that T might never see you again.”

A few days more ended Rhoda’s visit
to Belleville ; but she did not return
home nlone. Mr. Rivers declared it

would be necessary for hiim to necompany
her, to prevent her from making arrests
on the cars, He suld that she had taken
him prisoner at their first meeting, and
hnd held him in ehains ever since,

A Strange Fight.

that you at-
pocket on the

A Middletown, N. Y, paper says: A
heavy throated bull near this city, noted
for his flerceness, accldentally stepped on
one of o brood of goslings recently which
a stately gunder was holding watch and
guard over with greateolicitude, Btraight-
way the gander attacked the bull, and
selzed him by the tall with his beak, his
wings lashing the animal’s flanks with
the greatest fury. Ih wvain the bull

avhiseled nbout to reach his antngonist;

the gander wheeled with him, all the
while retaining his hold upon the ball's
tail, and showering blows with his pow-
erful wings with telling effect upon the
bull's legs, until he falely ronred with
pain and texror. At Jast the gander, ap-
parently thinking that his sdversary
bad sufficient punigshment, let go his
hold, and the bull took to his heels with
the liveliest speed, only stopping when
he reached the further corner of the
field.

- —

g5 Life is like u roll of costly material
passing swiftly through our hands and
we must embrolder our pattern s It
goes., We cannot wait to pickup a false
gtitch, or pause too long before we set
another.
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hiese are the ”ﬂ.l]! n&m by which Consumption
ean be vired, and as Bohnsek's Pulmonie Byrup,
and mandrake Plila a) unrv
medioines which operate in this way, it is o
thay are the onlf ﬁymmm curs for rllmmle oy
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corner Bixth and Arch Strests, Phlladelphia,
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VEGETIN

I8 MY FAMILY
MEDIOINIC;

I WIBH NO OTHER,

Provipeson, Aprl] 7, 1870

M H.R. Stevens—Deat Sir : When 1 swas
about 8 years of age n humor broke oug upon. me,
whieh my mother tried to cire by ghving mo her
teas and nil otlier such remedles 68 she know of,
but it continued to grow worse, notii finally she
consulted i physiolan and he sald [ had the salt
rhenm, and doctorea me for thal somplaing,
relleved me some, but sald T could not be perma-
nently cured ws the disease origiouted ‘ﬁ‘. the
Dlood, 1remalned o great siallerer for saveral
yeara, until I heard of and consulted a physician,
who Sujd I had the seebfolous humor and if 1
would allow him to dootor me e would eiire e,
T did 5o, and he commenesd hieallng up my sores
and aucceedod in efeating an external eure, but
In & short time the diseass appearsd again 1n n
worsp form than ever, ks eanssrons hymor upon
my lungs, tiroat and head, I suffered the most
terrible pain, and theres seemed to be no ramedy,
and m rlendsthmgﬂnl must soon die, when my
attention was called, whils raudltll{n 8 WSPRAPEr,
ton VEGETINE testimonini of Med. Wrterhonse.
No. 364 Athens 8., South Boston, and 1, formerly
redlding in SBouth Boston and being personally ae-
qualnted with her and knowlng her formar feeble
health, I coneluded T would try the Ve
After I hind taken a few bottles It d to Tores
the sores out of my system. 1 had runniog sores
ih my enrs shioh for a time ware very pal Jul.hnt
Toontinued to take the Vegsting umHI I had
taken about twenty.five bottles, my health 1m.
proving all the time ffom the commencemant of
he first bottle and the sores to heal. 1 oom.
manced taking the Vegetine in 1872, and eontin.
ned jts constant use for 8 months, At the pres:
ent tims my health Is better than It hss an
since I was n ehild. The Vegetine {8 what ha}
me, and I most cordially recommend it to all suf.
forers, espocinly my friends. 1 hnd beon a syf.
fover for over thirty years, and until T nsed the
Yegotine, I found no remedy ; now I uss it as my
faithiul medieine, and wish no other,

: Mra. I C. CODPER,

Ko, 1 Joy Street, Providence, R. 1.
VEGETINE,

The range of disorders whioh yield to the infli.
ence of this mediolne, and the niimber of definsd
disensos which It never Ialls to ourg, sre greater
than any nther!‘tj]n le mediclne has hitherto been
even recomimnen for by moy other than the pro-
prietors of some quack nestrum. ‘These disoases
are Scrofuls and all eruptive diseasesand Tumors
Rhoumnatism, Gout, Neuralgis, and Spinal Qom-
plaints and nll inflammatery symptoms ; Uleers,
all Byphilitio disenses, Kidney and bindder dis.
enses, Dropsy, the whole train of painful disor.
dets which 50 generally aflict Americun women,
and which earry annually thousands of them to
premusture graves ; Dyspepsin, that oniversal
curae of Amarican manhood, Heartburn, Piles,
Constipation, Nervousness, Inabllity to u!aﬂp.smj
impure blomd. This s a formidabie list of kuman
niliments for any nlufla madigine Lo snecessiil)
attack, and itis not probable that any ono artl-
clabuafaie the publio has the

wer to oure the
aquarter of them except \'egetine, 1t lnys the axe
Al the root of the tree of disease by first elimina-
ting every impurity from the blood, promoting
the seoretions, uwulnp the pores—the great es
onpe valves of the system—invigorating the llver
to des full knd natural sotion, cleansin

thit stom.
ach and strengthening dlgestion,

This much no.
complished, the speedy and the pérmanent cnre
ol not only the dlsensis we hiave enumernted, but
Hkewlse the whole train of chronie and sonstiti-
tional disorders, s eertaln to follow. “Thisls pre-
clsely what Vegetine doss, and it does it =0 quick-
Iy, aud o eastly, that 1618 an sccomplished faot
almost before (he patient It aware of |t himself.

IBest llonu-d;_'ln the Liand.

LiTTie Fanes, N. Y., Bept, 234, 1876,
M, L. R. Brevess ;—Dony Sir—1 desire to state
to you that I was afiflated  with a breaking out of
biotehes and ].'IJII'IP'I" on my fuoe and neek for
several years, I lave tried many remedles, but
e cured the Liwmor on ml\' fnes and_ neck.—
After using two or three botties of your Vegetine
the honor was antively cnred. I do certainly be-
fieve It Is tho bast medicine for all jmpuritiés of
the Bood that there I8 o the lund, and shoull

highty resommend It to the affiletad publle.

Truly yours, P FERKINE, Architeet.
My, Pervine Is & wellknown architect and
bullder at Little ¥alls, N, ¥,, having lived there
aud In the vieinlty for the lnst 33 years, 23 Im

Preparad by H.R. Stevens, Boston,Mass,.
Vegetine is Sold by All Droggists.

LEATH ER &C.

THE salmeribor has now on hand at
LOW FPRICES,
Good Sole Leather,
Kip of Superior Quality,
Country Calf Skins,
French Callf,
LININGS, ROANS, &ec,
F. Mortimenr,
NEW BLOOMFIELD, PA.
NOW IS THE TIME T0 PLANT.
IT PAYS
Thely Wil yiald 40 par cunt. Mote proti surs thas

ordinsry erops, asd pay fer themselves the first
year they bear.

IT DON'T PAY
To plant poor, dried-out stock, bronght from &
long distance and sold by an Irresponsible agent,

whose only Interest is to buy s ebeap anhe can,
regardiess of quality or condition, Yt'l'n can

GET THE RBEST
GUARANTRED STOUK, at bottom prices, fresh
and vigorois, by sending of coming direst to

RIVERSIDE NURSERIKES,
HARRIBBURG, PA.
',pclrvulllr- Frea.
GHU. ¥. MOFARLAND, Fropristor,

BLAIN SELECT SCHOOL,
REV, G, W, LEISHER, A. M,; Frincipal.
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